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 Arguments that burning fossil fuels leads to climate 
change were challenged by a former director of the 
National Hurricane Center at the latest Ryder Scott reserves 
conference.  In somewhat of a twist, weeks before the U.S. 
presidential election, meteorologist Neil Frank supported 
claims that man-made global warming was a hoax.  
President-elect Donald Trump’s campaign articulated the 
same view.
  “Do you believe the earth is warming?  Do you believe 
CO2 is a pollutant?  Do you believe the earth’s warming is 
being caused by man through the burning of fossil fuels?  
Why do you believe what you believe,” Frank asked.
 He claims media bias is partly responsible for what 
the public believes.  Frank quoted figures from the Media 
Research Center in Reston, VA.  (The sole mission of the 
research and education organization is “to expose and 
neutralize the propaganda arm of the left — the national 
news media,” as stated on its website.)
 “The research center reported that mainstream news 
media interviewed those with sympathies to global warm-
ing on an eight-to-one ratio,” said Frank.  He added that 
none of 92 articles over the first six months of 2013 took 
issue with the notion of man-made global warming. 
 News from mainstream media competes with blog posts, 
tweets and other social media, some of which perpetuate 
“fake news” and conspiracy theories.  

national policies.  The United Nations, long a favorite scape-
goat for the alternative right, established the panel almost 
30 years ago.  With a limited annual budget of $6 million, 
the IPCC has enlisted hundreds of volunteer scientists 
and thousands of reviewers to write and edit some 9,200 
peer-reviewed papers.   
 The IPCC has released five major assessments which, 
among other findings, have concluded that some weather 
patterns, including extreme global warming and precipita-
tion, are most likely caused by CO2 emissions.
   Rebuttals to the IPCC assessments are published by the 
privately funded Nongovernmental International Panel on 
Climate Change (NIPCC).  It concludes weather events of 
the past few decades are not unusual, unnatural or 
unprecedented and that the rising CO2 concentration in the 
atmosphere is having no measurable influence on weather 
phenomena.
 The NIPCC said it was created by a group of scientists 
concerned about “flaws” in the IPCC, and found it necessary 
and appropriate to present those flaws.  The NIPCC has 
three lead authors.

Meteorologist argues that man-made climate change is fiction 
 Which begs the question: Is the 
notion of man-made climate change a 
hoax?  Or is the hoax a hoax?  As long 
as the political right and left spin their 
messages and divide public opinion 
along ideological lines, pure science 
and the public are the real losers. 

Polar opposites
 Frank not only questioned 
whether global temperature 
increases have melted sea ice.  He 
questioned whether polar ice was 
thawing out at all.  
 “Ice in the Antarctic has been 
increasing and Arctic ice has been 
stable for years since 2007.  I’m 
happy to report that the polar 
bears are doing very well,” he said.
 Sea levels have been rising 
since the last ice age but the 
“important fact,” said Frank, was that the rate of rise has 
slowed.  
 Others disagree.  Global sea level rose about 6.7 inches in 
the last century but the rate in the last decade is nearly double 
that of the last century, according to geophysical research 
cited by the National Aeronautics and Space Administration at 

http://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/.  NASA has more than 
a dozen earth science spacecraft/instruments in orbit 
studying sea level rise, changes in sea and land ice, solar 
activity, atmospheric and oceanic temperatures, ozone 

layer and air pollution.

How’s the weather?
     Frank took aim at the notion that extreme weather 
around the world is shaped by human-induced climate 
change.  The former long-time KHOU-TV weatherman said 
weather patterns don’t point to a dangerous global 
warming threat.  
      “The number of droughts has been very normal.  Some 
in the past have been much more severe than those of 
today,”   he remarked.
     Frank pointed to what he called a “significant decrease” 
in hurricanes, typhoons and cyclones during the past three 
decades. “It has been 10 years since a major hurricane hit 
the U.S.  Before that, we expected one, on average, every 
two years,”  he said.  
  The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC) also agrees that CO2 emissions most likely have 
not caused a greater number or more severe tropical 
cyclones.  However, that is where consensus ends.

 The IPCC is a major player in the climate-change debate.  
The panel is a worldwide organization devoted to publishing 
scientific research on climate change to advise, not govern, 
its 195 member countries seeking to develop their respective 
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Natural or man-made?
 Frank showed a graph of reconstructed temperatures 
and CO2 levels over the last 2,000 years estimated from 
geologic data, including ice cores from Law Dome in 
Antarctica. 

 “The science is indisputable.  The data supports natural 
cycles.  The case for CO2 is very weak.  The statistical 
analysis does not show spikes in the (CO2) curve that 
reflect spikes in the (temperature) curve,”  said Frank.  
“Ice ages were followed by warm periods.  Over the past 
400,000 years, there have been numerous warm and 
cold cycles.  Now we are in a 100-year warm period.”  
 He showed a chart indicating that the earth’s 
temperature has been rising over the past 150 years 
since the Little Ice Age, during which temperatures 
bottomed out in 1750 AD.
 If earth has warmed and cooled throughout history, 

what makes scientists think that humans are causing global 
warming now?  NASA points to an accelerated rate of warm-
ing of the atmosphere.  “The warming of the past century—0.7 
degrees C.—is roughly eight times faster than the ice-age-
recovery warming on average.” 
 Also scientists worldwide have stated that empirical 

observations have failed to show any long-term 
changes that fully account for the recent, rapid 
warming, NASA states.  Those scientists considered 
changes in the sun’s brightness, major volcanic 
eruptions and oceanic cycles.
 Frank showed a slide, “The Right Climate Stuff,”  
indicating that in 2013, 49 retired NASA scientists 
and astronauts challenged NASA’s position on 
global warming. 
World’s oceans: Global heat engine
 Frank said the oceans’ cyclical surface-temperature 
swings cause global warming.  El Nino is a naturally 
occurring warming event in the equatorial region 
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 The chart indicates that during the highpoint of a medieval warm 
period around 1200 AD, which was hotter than our current period, 
CO2 levels were much lower than today.

Presented by meteorologist Neil Frank.  Primary source uncredited.

of the Pacific Ocean off South America.  In an El Nino cycle, 
warmer-than-normal sea surface temperatures heat up the 
lower atmosphere, as indicated by one of his graphs.

 It showed El Ninos occurring in 1997-98, 2009-10 and 
2015-16 and the associated temperature spikes.  Frank also 
cited the Atlantic multidecadal oscillation as another cyclical 
oceanic influencer of higher atmospheric temperatures. 
 He questioned forecasting models — which he called 
hypothesis expressed in mathematical terms — that have 
not taken into account solar influences and natural weather 
cycles.  “Some of these models are not even good for a five-
day forecast,”  Frank remarked.
 
CO2: Plant food or biosphere pollutant?
 Atmospheric CO2 is 400 parts per million (ppm).  Frank put 
that concentration into perspective.  “That’s equivalent to 
about 40 seats out of 110,000 seats in Cowboys (AT&T) 
Stadium,”  he said.  Concentrations of 350 to 1,000 ppm are 
typical of occupied indoor spaces with good air exchange. 
 “CO2 is vital for plant life. Several field experiments 
confirm that higher levels increase agricultural productivity,”  
said Frank.  “Nurseries bump their CO2 levels up.”   They use 
generators to raise indoor CO2 levels up to 1,500 ppm.
 
What do the experts think?
 Frank acknowledged that some scientists, particularly 
modelers, believe that man-made CO2 emissions cause 
climate change and global warming.  He said they are joined 
by environmentalists, profiteers and advocates of a one-
world government.  (UN supporters are notoriously pigeon-
holed as champions of world government.) 
 NASA cited a survey published in April 2016 that tracked 
“multiple studies published in peer-reviewed scientific 
journals” and it indicated “that 97 percent or more of 
actively publishing, climate scientists agree: Climate-warming 
trends over the past century are extremely likely due to 
human activities.”  In addition, most of the leading 
scientific organizations worldwide have issued public 
statements endorsing this position, said NASA, which 
cites numerous studies on the causes of climate change at                                                    
http://climate.nasa.gov/scientific-consensus/

 Alex Epstein, author of “The Moral Case for Fossil Fuels,” 
challenges the 97-percent figure, saying that it is a “deliberate 
misrepresentation designed to intimidate the public.”  He 
said that one of the main surveys of the scientific papers was 
ill designed with questionable categories, including “explicit 
endorsement without quantification” and “implied man-
made global warming.”
 Frank’s presentation features climate change experts 
questioning man-made global warming.  His slides, with 
charts, references and additional content, are posted at 
ryderscott.com/presentations. 
 Editor’s Note: In 2014, “The Moral Case for Fossil Fuels,” was 
the New York Times 17th best-selling science book.  Wall Street 
Journal book reviewer Philip Delves Broughton critiqued it and 
wrote that Epstein’s view is that “renouncing oil and its 
byproducts would plunge civilization into a pre-industrial hell.  
…The country goes dark. Transportation stops. Schools, 
hospitals and businesses close down.  We are left to grow our 
own scrawny vegetables and slaughter our own animals for 
meat.  We cannot even text.”  The book has a substantial pass-
around circulation rate in the petroleum industry.  

Controlling methane releases from gas 
wells is upstream challenge
 The burning of fossil fuels and CO2 emissions is less relevant to 
the upstream industry than the release of raw methane gas, which 
contributes to the greenhouse effect and global 
warming, some claim.  The U.S. Interior Department 
finalized  Bureau of Land Management rules in 
November to help curb methane leaks from oil and gas 
production on federal and tribal lands. 
 The agency said the move will avoid wasting 41 Bcf of 
gas per year.  Some scientists say that in the first 20 
years, atmospheric methane traps 84 times as much 
heat as an equivalent amount of CO2.


